Make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love,
being one in spirit and of one mind. ~ Philippians 2:2

Capital Campaign for a New Rectory
Spirit of Life Catholic Church ~ Mandan, North Dakota
September - November 2016

On August 9, 2016, the Spirit of Life Parish and Finance Councils unanimously voted to “proceed with a
capital campaign” for a new rectory. In an effort to bring down the overall cost of the project, they
decided to leave the basement unfinished, a suggestion that surfaced in the June parish survey. The
current project budget is set at $718,000, and includes allowances for water and sewer, driveway,
appliances, lighting, flooring and other ancillary costs.
In the pages that follow, you will find answers to the most commonly asked questions.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Patrick Lengenfelder, Trustee/Chair
Spirit of Life Finance Council

Bob Biwer, Chair
Spirit of Life Parish Council

Msgr. Chad Gion
Pastor
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Main = 2286 Square Ft.

Upper = 1760 Square Ft.

Questions and Answers
Is it really necessary to build a rectory? How long will the
sisters be with us?
The old rectory will be a permanent convent. The Carmelite
order has committed to a permanent presence with us. Some
parishioners mistakenly understood that our sisters would be
housed by Mother Theresa Outreach once the former junior
high school is converted into affordable housing. That’s not
the case. The sisters who now live at Spirit of Life are here to
serve our parish. When Mother Theresa Outreach opens up
the housing facility, the order has promised additional sisters
who will live on-site at Sagrada Familia to serve that ministry.
Two sets of sisters, two ministries, two living quarters.
Misunderstandings may have arisen because of the speed of
events. In May 2015, the Pastor extended an invitation to
the Carmelites to serve the parish. While most parishes wait
years for help, we were blessed to get an immediate response, and needed a suitable convent for four
sisters within two months. That necessitated the quick conversion of the old rectory into a convent last
summer at cost of $40,000. That project has been paid in full.
Sister Vandana teaches a class. Rooted in a life of
prayer, the Carmelite sisters serve the parish in
many ways, from outreach to religious education.
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Why does a rectory have more private space than a house? Why this floor plan?
When considering the amount of space, it’s important to
remember we are building a rectory, not a house. The way of
life of diocesan priests is different than sisters or monks who
belong to a religious order (like the Benedictines or Carmelites)
and the floor plan reflects that. Diocesan priests live together
out of practical necessity, but haven’t the same vowed bonds of
communal life found in a convent or monastery. The
relationship between sisters or monks resembles family life—
and like a family home, convents and monasteries have little
private space.

"Priests are on call 24/7. It’s
important for clergy to have
a place they can call home, a
place to get away for quiet
time and reflection."
~ Dr. Todd and Mrs. Shelly Preszler,
Campaign Chairs

In contrast, the life of diocesan priests more resembles friends or roommates sharing quarters. Thus, as
part of their ministry and way of life, diocesan priests have a reasonable expectation of privacy and
some separation of living spaces. That’s why there is more private, individual space in a rectory than in
a monastery or home.

What’s included in the budget?
A rectory is like a small apartment complex, with private space for each priest—bedroom, bath, and
small sitting area. In addition, there are shared common areas: living room, chapel, study, kitchen and
dining. Plans call for an attached 3-stall garage. The lower level will be left unfinished.
With fixtures and equipment, plus a ‘contingency’ for unexpected costs, the budget has been set at
$718,000. The rectory will be built on the site of the rosary walk, which will be relocated farther south.

Are there Diocesan guidelines for projects like this?
Yes. Oversight is provided by the Diocesan Building
Commission, a group of experienced contractors who
review all major parish projects within the Diocese.
To ensure fiscal prudence, the Diocesan Finance
Council is another part of a system of checks and
balances within the Catholic Church. They review and
must approve the financial plan.

Every week, hundreds of parishioners find comfort in
Spirit of Life's many ministries.

Typically, parishes must have 100% of the cost of the
project pledged and 50% cash-in-hand before the
Diocese gives final permission to proceed. However,
the Diocese has waived the second requirement. As
needed, the Diocese will allow us to borrow at
favorable rates from the Expansion Fund. To complete
the work in short order, a loan is typically needed, as
many parishioners pledge over a period of years.
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The Rectory Project Capital Campaign
The decision to support this project is a private one between you and your family. Though volunteers
may call upon you to ask your support, they do not need to know the amount, only whether you plan to
support the campaign. Your gift will be kept confidential by parish staff who will process the necessary
paperwork.
The table below illustrates a plan to reach a $718,000 goal. The first two columns indicate the number
of gifts required at each giving level. The last column breaks the gift down into 60 monthly payments.
For example, we will need 15 gifts/pledges at the $5,000 level (e.g., a pledge of 60 monthly payments of
$83.33).

Gifts Required to Raise $718,000
Gifts Needed

X Gift Amount

= Value

Running Total

Mo.
Payment

1

$150,000

$150,000

$150,000

1

$50,000

$50,000

$200,000

3

$25,000

$75,000

$275,000

3

$15,000

$45,000

$320,000

$250.00

7

$10,000

$70,000

$390,000

$166.67

15

$5,000

$75,000

$465,000

$83.33

15

$3,500

$52,500

$517,500

$58.33

25

$2,500

$62,500

$580,000

$41.67

52

$1,500

$78,000

$658,000

$25.00

Many Gifts of
Various Amounts

$60,000

$718,000

Keep in mind…
 You may make a one-time gift, or pledge over a period of one to five years.
 If you choose to pledge, you may make monthly, quarterly, or annual payments.
 You may set up automatically recurring payments from a checking, savings or credit card.
o
o

Go to www.myspiritoflife.com/online-giving.
<OR> Contact Cheryl Hansen at the parish office (701) 663-1660
cheryl@myspiritoflife.com

 If desired, we will issue pledge reminders via e-mail or US Mail.
 Gifts are tax-deductible as provided by law.
 There may be tax advantages for people who give appreciated stock, or retirees 70 ½ years of
age who give directly from an IRA. Consult your tax professional for details.
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Rectory Campaign
Spirit of Life Catholic Church
801 South 1st St SE, Mandan ND | 701-663-1660
www.myspiritoflife.com

Msgr. Chad Gion, Pastor
Fr. Christopher Kadrmas, Associate Pastor
Fr. Selvaraj Periannan, MSFX, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Mr. Gary Mizeur, Deacon
Sister Mary Michael, Sister Vandana, Sister Keerthana

Finance Council
Msgr. Chad Gion
Fr. Christopher Kadrmas

Caroline Kozojed
Patrick Lengenfelder, Chair
Steve Moore

Karen Rohr
David Volk

Parish Council
Msgr. Chad Gion
Bob Biwer, Chair

Ryan Caya
Kevin Martian
Steve Moore

Nathan Swenson
Pam Treib

Campaign Leadership
Todd and Shelly Preszler,
Campaign Chairs

Leonard and Linda
Schwartzbauer,
Honorary Chairs

Spirit of Life Catholic Church
801 South 1st St SE
Mandan ND 58554

August and Bernice Kuntz
Honorary Chairs
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